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The implications of late-preterm birth for global child survival

David Osrin
Risks associated with late-preterm birth
The article by Gouyon et al.1 in this issue adds to a limited collection on the health of late-preterm infants. Using a population-based dataset of over 150 000 singletons born alive at 34–41 weeks gestation in Burgundy in 2000–08, the authors showed a serial reduction with gestational age in the risk of death or severe neurological condition, from an adjusted relative risk of 6.8 [95% confidence interval (CI) 4.1–11.1] at 34 weeks to a comparative nadir at 39–41 weeks. There was a reduction in respiratory disorders requiring oxygen and either continuous or intermittent positive airway pressure support, from a relative risk of 61.0 (95% CI 54.1–86.9) at 34 weeks. They also found higher risks for infants born at 37 and 38 weeks than for later term infants, suggesting that our view of term as running from 37 to 41 weeks could be more nuanced. The findings are broadly similar to…
